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As We Gather
On this Eve of a New Year we are gathered together to meditate on the
goodness of our God during the past year and to pray for his grace for the
future. Though we find ourselves in the midst of uncertainty, we turn again
and again to the Lord our God who does not change. His Word has been our
fortress and our Rock of refuge in all times. So as we approach the New
Year tonight we turn again to that Word – to its revelation and its promises.
It helps us to know God better. It will direct our prayers. It will fill us with
hope. It will remind us of the forgiveness which we have in Jesus.

[Today’s hymns are printed on pages 10-13 of the bulletin.]

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                      TLH 110 (1-4) - Across the Sky the Shades of Night

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution                                  
P God invites us to come into His presence and worship Him with humble

and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and  
ask Him to forgive us.

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 
that  I  have  disobeyed  you.  During  the  past  year my mind has  
entertained thoughts that it should not, my lips have spoken words 
that would have better been left unsaid, my hands and feet have  
done things and gone places where they ought not to have been. I  
am unworthy of anything good from you. I deserve to be punished 
for what I have done–not just in this life, but also for all eternity.  
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior, Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

P God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his  
only Son, born to a virgin by the power of the Holy Spirit, to live and 
then to die as the sacrifice of reconciliation for our sins. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
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T The Service of the Word T

Lord, Have Mercy                                                                            Kyrie

Hymn of Praise                       TLH 112 – To God the Anthem Raising
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Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray. 

Eternal God, we commit to your mercy and forgiveness the year now 
ending and commend to your blessing and love the times to come. In the
new year, abide among us with your Holy Spirit that we may always  
trust in the saving name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading                                     Ecclesiastes 12:1–7
1 Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days
come and the years draw near of which you will say, “I have no pleasure in
them”; 2 before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened
and the clouds return after the rain,  3 in the day when the keepers of the
house tremble, and the strong men are bent, and the grinders cease because
they are few, and those who look through the windows are dimmed,  4 and
the doors on the street are shut—when the sound of the grinding is low, and
one rises up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song are brought
low— 5 they are afraid also of what is high, and terrors are in the way; the
almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along, and desire fails,
because man is going to his eternal home, and the mourners go about the
streets— 6 before the silver cord is snapped, or the golden bowl is broken, or
the pitcher is shattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern, 7

and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who
gave it.

Psalm of the Day                                                       Psalm 90:1-12

P Lord, you have been our dwelling place 
C in all generations. 
P Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the 

earth and the world, 
C from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
P You return man to dust and say, 
C "Return, O children of man!" 
P For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, 
C or as a watch in the night. 
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P You sweep them away as with a flood; 
C they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning: 
P in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 
C in the evening it fades and withers. 
P For we are brought to an end by your anger; 
C by your wrath we are dismayed. 
P You have set our iniquities before you, 
C our secret sins in the light of your presence. 
P For all our days pass away under your wrath; 
C we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
P The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; 
C yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly 

away. 
P Who considers the power of your anger, 
C and your wrath according to the fear of you? 
P So teach us to number our days 
C that we may get a heart of wisdom. 

Epistle Reading                                                         1 Peter 1:22–25
22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere
brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart,  23 since you
have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through
the living and abiding word of God; 24 for “All flesh is like grass and all its
glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25 but
the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good news that
was preached to you.

Alleluia
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
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Confession of Faith                                                    Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose
kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church,  I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead And the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Hymn                           WS 716 – Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year

Sermon Text                                                                 Luke 13:1–9
1 There  were  some  present  at  that  very  time  who  told  him  about  the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.  2 And he
answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than
all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3 No, I tell you;
but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.  4 Or those eighteen on
whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were
worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you;
but  unless  you  repent,  you will  all  likewise  perish.”  6 And  he  told  this
parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking
fruit on it and found none. 7 And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three
years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it
down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8 And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it
alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure.  9 Then if it
should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ”

What Does What Happens in this World 
Lead You To?
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Offertory 

Hymn                          TLH 125 – The Old Year Now hath Passed Away

General Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

T The Service of the Sacrament T

Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up to the Lord.

P It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God…
...Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of  
heaven, we magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and  
saying:

7



Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                             Sanctus

Words of Institution

The Peace of the Lord                                                           Pax Domini

P The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C Amen.

Lamb of God                                                                               Agnus Dei
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Distribution                                   
Holy Communion is rightly called a ‘Sacrament’ because it  is a “Sacred
act;” not in what WE do for Christ, but in what Christ does for US! Because
God’s  Word presents  the  reception of  this  Sacrament  as  a most  intimate
expression of spiritual and confessional unity (1 Corinthians 1:10; 10:16-17
Romans  16:17-18),  we ask  only  those who have publicly  professed such
oneness of  faith and belief  with us by membership here or another CLC
church come forward at this time. This is not a judgment of anyone’s faith,
but rather an expression of ours. Please speak with pastor if you are seeking
a church home or have any questions. We’d love to have you! 

O Lord, Now Let Your Servant                                     Nunc Dimittis
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P Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness.

Thanksgiving

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                       TLH 123 (1-4, 6, 8) - Our God, Our Help in Ages Past

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia
Publishing House License #000014358 or OneLicense.net #A-729565. All  rights reserved.
Used by permission. Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used
by permission. All rights reserved. 

10



11



12



13



14



15



16


